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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 1055 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET RESPONSE ON MAY 5 AND 7 AIR CORRIDOR 
INCIDENTS 

REF: USBERLIN 924 

1. SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELOR KHOTULEV CALLED ON POLAD 
MAY 30 TO DELIVER, INTER ALIA, RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR 
HILLENBRAND'S MAY 12 REQUEST TO AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV 
(PARA 1 1, REFTEL) TO INQUIRE INTO MAY 5 AND 7 INCIDENTS 
RESPECTIVELY IN SOUTH AND CENTRAL AIR CORRIDORS. 
KHOTULEV SAID THAT "COMPETENT ORGANS" HAD COMPLETED 
STUDY, AND HAD VERIFIED BOTH INCIDENTS. ON MAY 5, AT 
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FLIGHT ACCORDING TO PLAN-CROSSING MANEUVER BEING 
UNAVOIDABLE. IN SECOND CASE, ON MAY 7, SOVIET FIGHTER HAD 
FLOWN IN CORRIDOR TO IDENTIFY FOREIGN AIRCRAFT BECAUSE 
"AIR SITUATION" WAS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR. AFTER COMPLETING 
IDENTIFICATION, SOVIET AIRCRAFT HAD LEFT CORRIDOR IMMEDIATELY. 
KHOTULEV STRESSED THAT IN BOTH INSTANCES SOVIET AIRCRAFT 
HAD CROSSED OR ENTERED CORRIDORS CAREFULLY, SAFELY, AND 
UNDER RADAR CONTROL. HE ADDED THAT, WHILE SOVIET AIRCRAFT 
HAD RIGHT TO USE AIR CORRIDORS, THERE WAS NO INTENTION TO 
HINDER OR IMPAIR ALLIED TRAFFIC. 

2. POLAD RESPONDED THAT ALLIES DID NOT BELIEVE PURPOSE OF 
MAY 5 AND 7 SOVIET FLIGHTS WAS TO HARASS ALLIED TRAFFIC; 

WE LIKED TO THINK THAT DAYS WHEN THIS SORT OF THING 
HAPPENED WERE NOW PAST. ALLIED CONCERN WAS RATHER WITH 
ASSURING SAFETY IN CORRIDORS. WE WISHED TO MAKE SURE THAT 
DANGEROUS INCIDENTS SUCH AS THESE DIE NOT RECUR. IT WAS 
HARD TO BELIEVE THAT DANGEROUS FLYING SUCH AS OCCURRED 
MAY 5 COULD BE AUTHORIZED. AS TO MAY 7 FLIGHT, POLAD SAID 
THERE WERE ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES IN BASC FOR DETERMINING 
IDENTITY OF AIRCRAFT FLYING IN CORRIDORS, AND THAT 
INVESTIGATORY FLIGHTS WERE NOT NECESSARY. AS PERSONAL 
REFLECTION, POLAD SAID THAT HE COULD WELL UNDERSTAND 
THAT IF SOVIET AIR AUTHORITIES HAD MADE A MISTAKE THEY 
WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO ADMIT IT; IMPORTANT THING WAS TO 
PREVENT SIMILAR INCIDENTS. 

3. KHOTULEV SPECULATED THAT IN MAY 7 CASE BASC MAY NOT 
HAVE BEEN OPERATING PROPERLY. SOVIET MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES HAD GIVEN ASSURANCES THAT NEITHER INCIDENT HAD 
BEEN DANGEROUS. POLAD REPEATED ALLIED EXPECTATION THAT 
CLOSE FLYING BE AVOIDED IN FUTURE. GEORGE 
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